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Samsung Electronics Thursday launched the Galaxy S III, which
comes with a quadcore processor, a bigger screen and a host of
software features, including voice recognition, the company said at an
event in London.
After months of speculation about screen sizes, camera resolutions
and design, the smartphone is finally here. The 3G version will be
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available from the end of the month in Europe before being rolled out to
144 countries total. The LTE version will be out during the summer.
The hardware specification is close to other highend Androidbased smartphones launched this
year, including the already available HTC One X.
The Galaxy S III is powered by Samsung's quadcore 1.4GHz
processor, which is based on the the ARM Cortex A9. It has a 4.8inch
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super AMOLED screen with a resolution of 1280by720 pixels, which

IdeaPad U300s

is housed in a shell that is 8.6 millimeters thick and weighs 133 grams.

If there's a laptop that deserves the
moniker "Ultrabook" it's the Lenovo
IdeaPad U300s.

"The display is really impressive," said Malik Saadi, principal analyst at
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Informa Telecoms & Media.
Storage capacity is either 16, 32 or 64GB which can be expanded via the MicroSD card slot. There
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is 1GB of RAM, an 8megapixel camera and NFC, as well.

Fast and light, with great input
ergonomics and battery life, this
powerhouse ultraportable is bestof

Samsung has been a proponent of NFC, so support for the technology isn't a surprise. But the
memory size and camera resolution were rumored to be 2GB and 12megapixel.
One advantage over HTC's One X is that the LTEversion of the Galaxy S III will have the quad
core processor. The LTE version of the One X has a dualcore processor, while the 3G version has
a quadcore processor.
Samsung will also release a version with HSPA+ at 21M bps (bits per
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second).
To help all that run as long as possible, there is a 2100mAh battery.
"Battery life is going to be an issue. But I have been impressed with the
battery life on the One X, so to me that says quadcore processors
don't come with a massive battery problem, and the size of the battery
in the Galaxy S III will also help" said Ben Wood, director of research
at CCS Insight.
As hardware specs have become more similar, vendors in the Android camp have been trying to
differentiate their products using software, and the Galaxy S III is no different. Like its predecessors,
it uses TouchWiz on top of Android.
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Samsung has also added integrated voice recognition. The feature is called S Voice and can be
used to control the phone and like Apple's Siri ask for things like weather information. It will
understand English, French, German, Italian, Spanish and Korean.

Samsung Galaxy S III Rumored to
Have 4.8Inch Screen

NFC can be used to share content such as video clips, but the feature only works between two
Galaxy S IIIs.
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"It is an issue when great functionality is restricted to specific devices. But the implementation on the
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Galaxy S III is a first step," said Saadi.
Also, a number of features take advantage of the cameras and sensors in new ways. For example,
the front camera can spot that someone is looking at the screen and as long as that is the case it
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won't dim the screen.
Using face recognition the phone can link a person on a new photo to information in the address
book, as long as there is a photo there as well.
"Applications are starting to talk to each other to make the user experience better," said Saadi.

Galaxy Note Features Included
The Galaxy S III also inherits a number of features from the Galaxy Note, including Facebook and
Twitter accounts updated in realtime on the home screen, which has helped make the Galaxy Note
a success, according to Saadi.
"Samsung has added some clever bells and whistles on to the phone like S Voice and image
recognition, but without using the phone its difficult to say how well it works," said Wood.
But luring users with software isn't always easy. Many of the new software features are a boon for
advanced users who are enthusiastic about technology, according to Saadi. However, getting the
message across to a typical user is really hard, he said.
The Galaxy S smartphones have been criticized for a design that is not luxurious enough. The new
Galaxy is also made of plastic, but that is an improvement over the previous models, according to
both Wood and Saadi.
There are other considerations when designing a phone  for instance,
a metal case becomes a challenge when combined with NFC, said
Wood.
Still, the overall design is a bit disappointing, according to Francisco
Jeronimo, research manager at IDC.
"I think Samsung needs to be a bit bolder with the design of its phones
to challenge the iPhone in that area, as well," said Jeronimo.
Following the success of the Galaxy S II, there is a lot of pressure on
Samsung to put out a great phone.
"I think [the Galaxy S III] is going to be a massive hit for Samsung, but it isn't as disruptive as
previous devices have been because the bar is set very high now," said Wood.
Even though the Galaxy S III has a specification similar to other new highend Androidbased
smartphones, Samsung's brand and marketing might will help reinforce its strong position in the
smartphone market, according to Wood.
Samsung now has the opportunity to grab market share while many of its rivals are struggling.
"It is clear that this is the perfect moment for Samsung to do that, coupled with the fact that it has a
four to fivemonth lead over Apple's iPhone 5," said Wood.
HTC, Nokia and Research In Motion all lost market share during the first quarter, while Apple's and
Samsung's chunks of the market grew, according to IDC.
But in the end, how competitive the phone truly is won't be clear until the next iPhone is launched,
said Wood.
Send news tips and comments to mikael_ricknas@idg.com
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