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All the mobile OS underdogs are coming out to play at this year’s Mobile World Congress — from Firefox OS, to

Ubuntu and Jolla’s Sailfish — rushing in to fill the void left by Google’s lack of any Android marketing mania

(http://techcrunch.com/2013/02/18/no-cute-android-pins-no-schmidt-no-slide-google-tones-down-its-presence-

at-mwc-this-year/) . Now it’s Tizen’s turn. At an event in Barcelona this evening Samsung-backed Tizen

(http://techcrunch.com/2013/01/03/following-rumours-of-docomo-tie-up-samsung-confirms-it-will-launch-

tizen-based-devices-this-year/)  has officially launched Tizen 2.0, according to Engadget

(http://www.engadget.com/2013/02/26/france-telecom-orange-tizen/) , showing off a developer handset running

version 2.0 of the platform.

It has also announced that carrier France Telecom-Orange has signed up to sell Tizen 2.0 handsets this year. Orange is

not the first to get in on the Tizen action: Late last year Japanese carrier DoCoMo also committed to launching

Tizen smartphones (http://techcrunch.com/2012/12/30/samsung-and-docomo-reportedly-team-up-to-offer-

tizen-smartphones-in-2013/) in 2013.
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According to IDC analyst Francisco Jeronimo (https://twitter.com/fjeronimo) , who also attended the Tizen

launch, the first Tizen device will debut in France in August/September — with Orange and Samsung, followed by

other markets in 2014.

On the hardware side, Tizen devices will come from both Samsung and Huawei. Huawei is also joining the Tizen

steering group, according to CNET (http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-13970_7-57571358-78/samsung-intels-tizen-os-

makes-splashy-intro-at-mwc/) .

Samsung confirmed last month (http://techcrunch.com/2013/01/03/following-rumours-of-docomo-tie-up-

samsung-confirms-it-will-launch-tizen-based-devices-this-year/)  that it would be releasing Tizen devices this

year, having backed the open-source Tizen initiative from its 2011 launch

(http://techcrunch.com/2011/09/28/samsung-taps-intel-to-build-a-new-linux-based-open-source-platform-

tizen/) , along with Intel.
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Tweeting from the launch, Jeronimo said (https://twitter.com/fjeronimo/status/306490449332408320) that Orange

has 10 engineers working on its customisation of the Tizen device. With Telefonica stepping in to take an active role in

collaborating with Mozilla on the development of the Firefox OS (http://techcrunch.com/2013/02/24/firefox-os-

smartphones-marketplace/) , Orange’s interest in Tizen looks like a similar play to diversify away from Android. It

also evidently wants to paint Tizen with the Orange colours — customising the OS as it has for own-branded Android

powered devices such as the Orange San Diego.

At the time of writing, Orange was unavailable for comment. Update: An Orange spokeswoman confirmed its

intention to launch a Tizen device this year, saying: “We are planning to introduce a device in Q3 but not sharing

details yet.”

The current companies on the Tizen Association board of directors are: Fujitsu, Huawei, Intel, Kt, NEC, Docomo,

Orange, Panasonic, Samsung, SK Telecom, Sprint and Vodafone.

Mozilla announced 18 new carrier partners for its Firefox OS (The 18 new carriers announced today at a press

conference at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona are Latin American giant América Móvil, China

Unicom, Deutsche Telekom, Etisalat, Hutchison Three Group, Japan’s KDDI, Korea’s KT, Russian MegaFon,

Qtel, SingTel, Smart, Sprint, Telecom Italia Group, Telefónica, Telenor, Telstra, Portugal’s TMN and

Russia’s VimpelCom.)  at its MWC press event on Sunday.

(http://techcrunch.com/tag/mwc2013)

http://techcrunch.com/2013/02/26/blackberry-launches-bbm-money-pilot-in-indonesia/
http://techcrunch.com/2013/02/26/facebook-analytics-bug/
http://techcrunch.com/2013/02/26/orange-throws-its-weight-behind-tizen-os-with-phones-launching-in-france-in-q3-other-markets-in-2014/tizen-photo/
https://twitter.com/fjeronimo/status/306486999345401856
https://twitter.com/fjeronimo/status/306490449332408320
http://techcrunch.com/2013/02/24/firefox-os-smartphones-marketplace/
http://techcrunch.com/2013/02/26/orange-throws-its-weight-behind-tizen-os-with-phones-launching-in-france-in-q3-other-markets-in-2014/The%2018%20new%20carriers%20announced%20today%20at%20a%20press%20conference%20at%20the%20Mobile%20World%20Congress%20in%20Barcelona%20are%20Latin%20American%20giant%20Am%C3%A9rica%20M%C3%B3vil,%20China%20Unicom,%20Deutsche%20Telekom,%20Etisalat,%20Hutchison%20Three%20Group,%20Japan%E2%80%99s%20KDDI,%20Korea%E2%80%99s%20KT,%20Russian%20MegaFon,%20Qtel,%20SingTel,%20Smart,%20Sprint,%20Telecom%20Italia%20Group,%20Telef%C3%B3nica,%20Telenor,%20Telstra,%20Portugal%E2%80%99s%20TMN%20and%20Russia%E2%80%99s%20VimpelCom.
http://techcrunch.com/tag/mwc2013

